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WELCOME BACK 

Welcome back to all our families. We hope you had a lovely Easter. 

We are into our Summer Term and have so much to do this term, including 

national assessments in YR, Y1, Y4 and Y6; geography fieldwork; Sports Day; 

and our Summer Concert and Festival.  

READING 

Thank you for your support of our 

Spring Reading Challenge Term.  

Four lucky families won cinema 

tickets in our reading raffle.  

Please don’t lose that focus on 

reading as helping your child to read 

fluently and with good 

understanding is a wonderful gift 

you can give them.  

Please protect time at home for reading every night – at least 20 

minutes daily. When possible, please read with your children and talk 

about their books. Children bring books home daily and have access to 

thousands of on-line books via Epic! and myON. 
If children are not yet reading fluently, their progress across the whole 

curriculum can be hampered. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

BANK HOLIDAY 

4
th

 May 

 

SATS Week (Y6) 

11
th

 – 14
th

 May 

 

SPORTS DAY 

22
nd

 May 

 

HALF TERM 

25
th

 May – 29
th

 May 

 

END OF TERM 

22
nd

 July 

OUR VALUE THIS HALF TERM IS RESPECT 

This term we will be considering what respect means to us all. We 

will consider how respect is about caring for the feelings, wishes, 

or rights of others. 

We will be learning from examples in the Bible and think about how 

we should treat others as we wish others to treat us.  

"Do unto others as you would have them do unto you," (Matthew 7:12)  

PLANNED ABSENCE 

If you know your child needs to be absent from school, 

such as a medical appointment, please email 

attendance@wormleyprimary.co.uk, along with evidence of 

the appointment.  For all other absences, please complete 

a request for absence form which can be found on our 

school website under the Attendance tab and email to 

attendance@wormleyprimary.co.uk  

LATE COLLECTION 

Please let the school know as soon as possible if 

you will be late to collect your child(ren). If 

you are very late, children may be placed in our 

Afterschool Club and parents will be charged 

for the session.  
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PUNCTUALITY IS AN IMPORTANT LIFE SKILL 

 

Children should be 

brought to school from 

8.45am and arrive no 

later than 8.55am when 

the registers close.  

 

Children arriving after 

this time will receive a 

late mark in the register 

(L).  

 

Children who are 

persistently late 

or arrive after 9.15am 

will be marked with an 

unauthorised absence 

mark (U).  

You may not realise it, but persistent lateness really does add up over the school year.  

It is important to teach the children the importance of punctuality. 

RECEPTION PLACES 

Our next cohort of 

children for Reception 

have been allocated 

their places. We will 

be sending out a 

welcome letter 

shortly to advise 

parents and carers of 

our planned transition 

events for June.  

This year most of our Nursery children secured a 

place here at Wormley CofE Primary School. 

We do have a continued waiting list. 

RECEPTION HEIGHT, WEIGHT,VISION & 

AUDIOLOGY CHECK 

More than 1 in 4 children aged 4 to 5 years are 

overweight or very overweight 

(clinical term is obese.)  

 

School nurses came into school to carry out health 

checks this week with some of our Reception 

children. 

You can download information via this link: 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/c
ampaigns/17/resources/2286 

UNIFORM FOR PE 

Children should be dressed in our school PE uniform.   

The uniform is navy shorts/jogging bottoms and a plain sky blue t-shirt.  

Children should also wear a pair of trainers and a school sweatshirt during the 

colder weather. Waterproofs are permitted when it rains. 

Earrings must be removed or taped 
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GEOGRAPHY TERM  

This term is our Geography Term.  

There will be a focus on local Geography and fieldwork. The children 

will be going out into the local area to explore Wormley. 

Year Group Fieldwork Destination 

Year 1  

 

Walk from school grounds, down the boardwalk to the River Lea at the Old Mill & 

Meadow. Walk up to St Augustine’s Church then along the New River back to school 

Year 2 

 

Walk from school grounds, along Cozens Lane East to the High Road and into Cozens 

Lane West. Follow the footpath up to Top Field and cross the A10 and into the car 

park at Baas Hill Common 

Year 3 

 

Walk from the school grounds to the High Road. Walk along the High Road and turn 

right into Church Lane. Cross the New River then turn right along the river path into 

the playing fields at the next bridge OR pass the allotments and enter the playing 

fields on the right. Exit the playing fields by secondary school into Cozens Lane 

West, cross the High Road and return to school. 

Year 4  

 

Leave the school grounds (traffic survey 1), follow Cozens Lane East to High Road 

(traffic survey 2 - on grass area by entrance of C Lane West), cross into Cozens 

Lane West and follow footpath past secondary school and up to Top Field. There is a 

spot at the top where you can look over A10 and do traffic survey 3. Cross A10 and 

enter Baas Hill Common. Walk to the far end and follow the footpath across the field 

and into Church lane. Traffic survey 4 outside church. Walk back to school via 

Church Lane and High Road. 

Year 5 

 

Leave school grounds, walk to the New River and follow it along to Broxbourne 

Church. Walk down to Old Mill and Meadow and onto the towpath of the River Lee. 

Turn right then turn right again into Silvermead. Follow the path round until you 

reach the towpath again then turn left and follow the river back to Old Mill. Follow 

the boardwalk - at the far end of the car park by the cafe - and climb the steps 

back into the housing estate by school. 

Year 6 

 

Leave the school grounds and use the back path to walk through houses, turn left 

onto Wharf Road then cross the railway line and continue to the towpath. Walk along 

the review to see the weir and then the lock. Turn right into the woods and weave 

through the lakes to return to the area of grass at the bottom of Wharf Road. 

Follow the same route back to school. 

Over the next few weeks, children begin their world geography studies., each year group will study an 

area in the world: 

Y1 Kenya Y2 The Poles, the Sahara Desert and Malaysia 

Y3 Japan Y4 Brazil 

Y5 The Mississippi in North America Y6 The Alps 

Parents can find more details of our Geography curriculum and overview on our website. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING NATIONAL ASSESSMENT IN 2026  

KEY STAGE 2 

The KS2 SATS are timetabled from 11
th
- 14

th
 May. Parents and carers can support their children by 

encouraging them to read often and widely, use their SATs practice books to revise English and Maths 

and to practise areas of maths they find tricky on Freckle. If children are absent, they cannot take 

the test on a different day.  

The Y4 multiplication tables check will take place in the 3 weeks commencing 2
nd
 June. Parents and 

carers can support their children by encouraging their children to practise their multiplication tables 

on TT Rockstars. 

KEY STAGE 1 

The Y1 Phonic Screening will take place in the week commencing 8
th
 June. Parents 

and carers can support their children by reading with them daily and practising the 

high frequency words (list at the end of the newsletter)  

Y6 REVISION CLUB 

As we approach SATs week in May, we will be opening our doors early to Y6 

pupils on Tuesday and Thursday mornings for a revision club. Children are 

welcome into school from 8.00am to practise on past questions, have half an 

hours online maths tutoring or ask a teacher about an area of the 

curriculum they don't fully understand. This time is for quiet study. The 

back gate will be unlocked at 8.00am on these mornings and children can 

come into the Y6 classrooms. 

We hope they will make the most of this opportunity.  

GREAT ARTWORK AND DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

We have some very talented artists and crafts people! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

       Y5 Aztec pyramids                        Y4 Still Life              Y6  Senegalese art           

TEACHING CHILDREN TO TELL THE TIME 

Telling the time for children is something they find particularly difficult. For the most part, this 

arises from the need to concentrate on two sets of different ideas at the same time. Put simply, when 

you’re a child, learning to tell the time puts a real strain on your working memory. 

Below you can read how to teach any child to tell the time step by step. It is designed for teachers 

teaching time to KS1 and KS2 children but is also suitable for parents to follow when teaching children 

to tell the time at home. 

Expectations for each year group, according to The National Curriculum: 

Year 1 (5 and 6 year olds) 

Children should: 
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●​ be able to tell the time to the hour and half past the hour and draw the hands on a clock face to show 
these times. 

●​ use the language of time, including telling the time throughout the day, first using o’clock and then half 
past. 

Year 2 (6 and 7 year olds) 

Children should: 

●​ tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past/to the hour and draw the hands on a clock 
face to show these times 

●​ know the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day. 
●​ become fluent in telling the time on analogue clocks and recording it. 

Year 3 (7 and 8 year olds) 

Children should: 

●​ tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using Roman numerals from I to XII, and 12-hour 
and 24-hour clocks 

●​ estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest minute; record and 
compare time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours; use vocabulary such as o’clock, a.m./p.m., morning, 
afternoon, noon and midnight 

●​ use both analogue and digital 12-hour clocks and record their times. In this way they become fluent in 
and prepared for using digital 24-hour clocks in year 4 

Year 4 (8 and 9 year olds) 

Children should: 

●​ be taught to read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour clocks 
 

It is important to introduce the concept of time slowly, in small steps, so pupils’ working memories are 

not overloaded with too much at once. Instead of teaching time to children using both the hour and 

minute hand at the same time, start by teaching it using the hour hand only. When (and only when) 

that is securely understood, should you introduce the minute hand.  

Ask questions such as ‘if it is 4 o’clock now, what time was it 2 hours earlier? And ‘I left home at 10 

o’clock and got to the shops at 12 o’clock, how long did it take me?’ 

 

Only introduce half past when a child understands the hour hand securely. 

Explain that because the hour hand is halfway between the 2 and 3 (or half way 

past the 2) we say it is half past 2. This means it is half way past two hours. 

Repeat this for various numbers. 

Ask questions such as: 

●​ Half an hour later / Half an hour earlier 

●​ An hour and a half earlier / An hour and a half later 

Once this is secure, it is time to introduce quarter past and quarter to.  

CHAG PESACH SAMECH  

We hope our Jewish 

families enjoyed the 

Passover Festival during the 

Easter holidays. 

VAISAKHI 

Wishing all our Sikh 

families a very happy 

Vaisakhi this week! 

ROTARY CLUB ESSAY COMPETITION 

Congratulations to our 3 finalists in the Rotary Club Essay Competition. They each submitted an essay 

describing what they would like to be when they grow up.  Well done to all who entered.  
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IS YOUR CHILD ADDICTED TO GAMING? LET’S TALK 

article by Kevin McNamara 

We've all been there, haven't we? That moment when you realise your child seems more interested in 

their console than in, well, anything else. It's easy to worry, and the term "addiction" gets thrown 

around a lot. But what's really going on? 

First off, let's be honest: gaming is fun. It's designed to be engaging, and there's nothing wrong with 

enjoying it. It can even be helpful. But when does that enjoyment cross 

a line? And when is gaming gambling and how do we pick that apart? 

It's not always about the amount of time spent gaming, but more about 

how it's affecting your child's life.  So what does it look like? 

 

These are some of the warning signs: 

❖​ Changes in Mood or Behaviour: Do they seem irritable, anxious, 

or even aggressive when they're not gaming or if you interrupt 

them? Are they increasingly isolated from you? 

❖​ Obsessive Thoughts: Is gaming all they talk about? Do they 

seem preoccupied with it even when they're not playing? Do they refer everything back to a 

game they are playing? 

❖​ Loss of Interest in Other Activities: Have they abandoned hobbies, sports, or spending time 

with friends and family in favour of gaming? 

❖​ Neglecting Responsibilities: Is their learning at school slipping? Are they ditching chores or 

social events they used to enjoy? Are they suddenly not turning up to their after-school clubs? 

❖​ Sleep Disturbances: Are they staying up late to game, leading to tiredness and difficulty 

concentrating during the day? Do they struggle to focus on a task for long? 

❖​ Physical Symptoms: Are they experiencing headaches, eye strain, or carpal tunnel syndrome? 

❖​ Unexplained Charges: These days a lot of gaming involves elements of gambling. Loot boxes are 

an example of this: a young person might spend a few pounds on what is essentially a lucky dip 

of items. It could be a super-common item or the rarest item in the game. For a lot of people, 

this might not even strike them as gambling. For a lot of us, our first experience of this was 

Pokémon cards in the playground. It is doing the same thing in the brain. If your young person 

doesn’t have their own debit card, could they be using yours? 

Are There Additional Risk Factors? 

There are a few. There are some populations (that is, groups) that are more susceptible to becoming 

addicted to video gaming, particularly where gambling (such as loot boxes) are a feature compared to 

the population as a whole.  

These groups include: 

➢​ Neurodivergent Young People: A recent study found that autistic children, adolescents and 

adults are at greater risk of problematic video gaming than typical peers. A similar study found 

this to be true of ADHD young people as well, finding that this can be a coping mechanism with 

their symptoms. If your child has a diagnosis of autism or ADHD, they might be at increased 

risk of both gambling and gaming harms. 

➢​ LGBT+ people: There has been a lot of research into this with a variety of findings, but it 

seems to be the case that LGBT+ people are at higher risk of becoming addicted to gaming, 

particularly with a gambling aspect. This is likely thought to be due to their increased risk of 

violence, isolation and poorer mental health. If your child is lesbian, gay, bisexual or 

transgender, or another sexual or gender minority identity, they are at greater risk of both 

gaming and gambling harms. 
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Where Can I Find Support? 

It's important to remember you're not alone, and there are places to turn for help. There are always 

the general options of talking to your GP as a first step, and seeing what they can recommend, as well 

as the seeking out a therapist or a coach, but here are a few specific pointers in the right direction: 

➔​ Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS): If your child is struggling with 

emotional or behavioural difficulties alongside excessive gaming, CAMHS can provide 

assessment and support. You might need to push for this. 

➔​ The National Centre for Gaming Disorders / The National Gambling Clinic: These are 

specialist NHS-commissioned service for people who are aged 13 or older. As part of its 

offering, it offers Group Therapy, a workshop for parents, individual CBT, Family Therapy and 

ongoing support for parents. 

➔​ Big Deal: This charity provides specialist information and advice on gambling harms for young 

people, and boast a support service for young people which is offered free-of-charge. 

➔​ East of England Gambling Service: This is a specialist NHS-commissioned service for adults 

aged 18 or over that provides specialist CBT, couples and family therapy as part of its offering 

to help people recover from gambling addiction. 

This will be a difficult process for all of you. So please remember: 

●​ Open Communication is Key: Try to talk to your child openly and 

honestly about your concerns. Listen without judgment and try to 

understand their perspective. 

●​ Set Healthy Boundaries: Work together to establish reasonable 

limits on gaming time and encourage other activities. This is much 

more effective than laying down the law. 

●​ Focus on Balance: Help your child find a healthy balance between gaming and other aspects of 

their life, such as school, hobbies, and social interaction. 

Gaming can be a fun and engaging activity, but like anything, it's important to have a healthy balance. 

If you're worried about your child's gaming habits, don't hesitate to reach out for support. We're in 

this together. 

Final thoughts 

Gaming and gambling harms have become more common as devices have become a bigger and bigger 

part of our life. Gaming has moved some friendships online, and the internet has meant that spending 

money is easier than it ever has been—and maybe this isn’t good if you’re feeling the pinch! If you feel 

like you are struggling to understand this brave new world your child is navigating, that’s okay and 

you’re not alone. Talk to other parents and draw up an agreed pact amongst your group or engage them 

in a new hobby. 

Y5 TRIP TO WICKED 

On 29th April, Y5 will go to see the stage production of Wicked in London. 

This is an experience for our Arts enrichment programme. 

Wicked is a theatrical prequel to The Wizard of Oz that tells the untold 

story of a profound friendship between Elphaba (the misunderstood future 

Wicked Witch of the West) and Glinda (the popular future Good Witch). 

It explores themes of prejudice, political corruption, and self-acceptance 

as the two women grow from rivals into friends, before diverging paths 

lead them to their iconic destinies. 
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SUPPORTING CHILDREN WITH READING AND 

SPELLING 

A significant portion of our language is composed of 

high-frequency words. Approximately half of all written 

English is made up of the first 100 most commonly used 

words. Even just the top 25 words account for about 

one-third of written text.  

Elaboration 

High-frequency words are those that appear most 

frequently in written or spoken language.  

The impact on language learning: Recognising and 

understanding these words significantly impacts a person's 

ability to read and understand written text.  

Examples of high-frequency words: "the", "and", "a", "to", 

"of", "in", "is", "it". 

If children know these words, they will be very useful for 

reading and spelling.  

SPORTS AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS 

     How to book a club with Challenge Sports  

1.​ Visit www.challengesporteducation.co.uk  

2.​  Click book online  

3.​  Click register now  

4.​  Login and enter child’s information  

5.​  Select ‘in school sports club’ and click ‘term course’. Select appropriate year group.  

6.​ Select venue as Wormley > show results  

7.​  Proceed to checkout & pay - you will then receive a 

confirmation email with all dates of the club       

Children are collected from the school’s front office. 

Spaces come on a first come, first served basis. Any issues with 

booking, please contact 07719315932. 

FREE COURSES FOR PARENTS 

Parents can book by phoning 07512 709556 or email bookings@supportinglinks.co.uk 

Please include your phone number as we cannot book a place without speaking to you. 
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BBC x LATITUDE CHILDREN’S POETRY COMPETITION  

Dear Wormley CofE Primary School, 

Now in its 3rd year, the BBC and Latitude Festival are giving children who go to your school, between 

the ages of 7 & 11, the chance to perform as the opening act at this year’s Latitude Festival. 

We’re looking for 6 young people to write an original poem on the theme of ‘generations’ to open the 

festival on the Waterfront Stage and LIVE on the radio, across the East of England, on Thursday 

23rd July. 

Here are the important bits: 

●​ Entries must be submitted by midday on Friday 24th April. 

●​ The competition is open to children aged 7-11 years who live or 

go to school in Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, 

Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk, Northamptonshire, or Suffolk 

●​ It must be an original poem of any length, up to 200 words, on 

the theme of 'generations'. 

●​ One child will be chosen from each of the 6 BBC Local Radio 

stations in the east of England (Three Counties Radio, Essex, 

Radio Cambridgeshire, Radio Northamptonshire, Radio Norfolk 

& Radio Suffolk) and all 6 will get to perform their poem on 

stage with one over-all winner chosen from the six finalists. 

●​ The six finalists will also receive a weekend family ticket to the 

festival. 

Full terms, privacy notice and ‘how to enter’ can be found here 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4YJfvYJRDTs8LL1jjSPpRMp/childrens-poetry-competiti

on-2026-for-bbc-east-and-the-latitude-festival  

If you have any questions, please e-mail Jon Wright (jon.wright02@bbc.co.uk) who is the BBC’s 

contact for this competition.   

SAFER PLACES – SUPPORT FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

 "Safer Places provide life-changing and life-saving support services across Essex and Hertfordshire. 

Our new Live Chat service will allow us to reach more people affected by abuse and give survivors the 

opportunity to safely access non-judgemental support and advice. We are seeing a dramatic rise in the 

numbers of those wanting to access our services and how they wish to do so. It can be incredibly 

difficult to talk about abuse - and making a call can be difficult, now more than ever with abusers in 

the home. That's why we have worked around the clock to create our Live Chat service - 

https://www.saferplaces.co.uk/. Our qualified expert staff are now available by phone and live-chat 

every day, day and night. We want to reassure everyone in the communities that we serve that we are 

here for you, when you need us and how you need us, our support is led by you".   

Janet Dalrymple, CEO of Safer Places 

The service is open between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday.  Messages left outside of opening hours 

will be picked up the next working day. 

Step2Skills – Online Courses – Launch Your Business With Confidence 

Practical workshops to help you plan, start, and grow your business: 

Setting Up Your Own Business – 7–29 May 

Social Media for Business – 11 May – 8 June 

Full details are available on our website: Step2Skills | Hertfordshire County Council 
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FAMILIES FIRST PARTNERSHIP: NEWS SHARING 

We’re really excited to be preparing for a fantastic summer at Waltham Cross Playing Fields, with a 

range of vibrant, community-focused events for children and young people. We’d love for you to be 

part of it—whether that’s showcasing what you do, connecting with local families, or delivering fun 

taster sessions that inspire young people to get involved. 

These events attract hundreds of attendees and are a great opportunity to grow awareness of your 

groups, clubs, and activities while helping us create an active, inclusive community. 

Please find more details below: 

Waltham Cross Cycle Hub Launch    Saturday 9 May, 10am – 12 noon 

A free community launch event celebrating cycling and active travel. This is a great opportunity for 

residents to discover the new hub and upcoming opportunities, including led rides, learn-to-ride 

sessions, bike marking, maintenance workshops, volunteering, and training. 

 

Herts Summer Parks    Tuesday 4, 11, 18 August, 3pm – 6pm 

A free, festival-style programme for young people aged 12–16, featuring sports, arts and crafts, 

inflatables, adrenaline activities, music workshops, and much, much more. Each young person also 

receives a voucher for a nutritious meal from local food providers. 

 

Waltham Cross Sports Festival    Saturday 15 August, 12pm – 4pm 

A free annual community celebration for families, promoting physical activity and showcasing local 

opportunities. The day includes sessions, competitions, demonstrations, tournaments, and plenty of fun 

children’s activities such as bouncy castles and face painting. 

 

 If you’re interested in getting involved in any of these events, we’d love to hear from you. Your 

involvement will play a key role in helping more children and young people get active, try something 

new, and feel part of their local community. 

Please contact Matthew Ridley m.ridley2@herts.ac.uk at your earliest convenience. 

Teresa Meehan,  Development Officer | Supporting Families Development Team | Children’s Services 

Hertfordshire County Council   

Address: Farnham House | Six Hills Way | Stevenage | SG1 2ST| Postal Point 165 

T: 01992 556056 (Internal: 26056) E: teresa.meehan@hertfordshire.gov.uk  

CHILDREN WITH SEVERE ALLERGIES 

 

There is an increasing number of children with allergies, many of 

which can lead to a severe reaction.  

 

Please take time to ensure that you do not send food into school 

that contains nuts as we have children with severe nut allergies.  

 

Children, accompanied by parents, can give out sweets to children 

also accompanied by parents at the end of the school day.  

Staff will not give out sweets. 

 

Thank you for your understanding of the reason behind this. 
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STAY IN TOUCH       

We have a school website and Facebook account. Teachers communicate with you through Tapestry 

(YN/R) and The Google Classroom. Please ensure you have set up notifications. 
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